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Do you spend your hard-earned money on stamps to mail copies 
of your manuscript to prospective publishers or do you spend it on 
a case of Kraft Dinner?   

 
Cassie Stocks, a 47-year-old grocery store clerk from small-town 
Saskatchewan, knows of the difficult choices that must be made 
and the rewards and costs of a life dedicated to writing. As a single 
parent who returned to school at age 35 to obtain her 
Communications Degree, Stocks is the recipient of the prestigious 
2013 Leacock Canadian Humour Award for her debut novel 
Dance, Gladys, Dance (NeWest Press, 2012).   

 
The process of hanging onto your art and not giving up, is the story 
in Dance, Glady, Dance but it is also the story of writing this award 
winning novel — and the story of Cassie Stocks’ artistic career.  
Cassie’s story speaks to other women and men who are in the 
trenches with bills and babies and for whom writing, painting, or 
creating anything can be a heart-rending process. 

After years of bouncing from job to job trying to make ends meet, Cassie set her sights firmly on what had 
always been her dream, to become a writer. While working full-time and raising her son, she wrote her first 
novel, Dance, Gladys, Dance.  Six months after her last un-answered publication mail-out,  Cassie relegated 
Gladys to the sock drawer, sold everything and moved from Edmonton, AB, to Eston, SK (population 1, 031) 
to hopefully have less expenses and more time to write.   It was then that she received the unexpected news 
that Edmonton’s NeWest Press had accepted Dance, Gladys, Dance for publication followed by the even 
greater surprise that she was nominated for the Leacock Award.   
 
As the first woman in 17 years to be awarded the prestigious literary prize, Cassie’s story holds hope and 
inspiration for all artists.   It is with great pride that Cassie will accept the award at a ceremony in Orillia, ON 
on June 8th 2013. 
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To arrange an interview please contact Andrea Christian | 604-910-0479 | andrea@ajcmediagroup.com 
                        or Solange Nicholson | 403-801-3259 | solange@ajcmediagroup.com 

 

________________________________________________________________________  
 
Cassie Stocks is available for interview and can speak to the following: 

• The eternal struggle between making money and following your dream 
• Starting over at age 35 – Why it’s never too late 
• The significance of being the first female author to win the Leacock Award in 17 years 
• Why the dirty dishes and laundry can wait  
• Her inspiration for writing her award winning novel 

 
Praise for Cassie Stocks and Dance, Gladys, Dance 
 

• “Creating utterly charismatic characters is Stocks’s greatest strength.” 
“...a quirky blend of comedy and tragedy with an intriguing dose of the other-worldly.” 
“Connection – reaching out to others – is the ultimate value of this charming and thoughtful novel.”   
       -Globe and Mail 

• “Increasingly suspenseful storylines tackle serious subjects such as arts funding, drug use, and    
feminism all in comical contexts.”  -Prairie books NOW 

• “Dance, Gladys, Dance is a winner. You don’t want to stop reading.” 
-Sharon Butala, Author of Perfection of The Morning 

• “There aren’t many books that are funny and heart wrenching at the same time, but Cassie Stocks 
has succeeded in making Dance, Gladys, Dance one of them. 

-The Book Drunkard Blog Review 
About Cassie Stocks 
 
Cassie Stocks was born in Edmonton, AB. She’s been a biker chick, a university student, an actress, and a 
rich man’s gardener; she’s worked as a waitress, an office clerk, an aircraft cleaner, has raised chickens, 
and has even been the caretaker of a hydroponic pot factory.  In 2002, she completed the Writing with 
Style workshop at the Banff Centre, where she received support and encouragement from Sharon 
Butala and the late Gloria Sawai.  Upon her return to Edmonton, she quit her job at a steel fabrication plant 
and applied to the Grant MacEwan Bachelor of Applied Communications Degree in Professional Writing 
program. Cassie was a winner in the CBC Alberta Anthology Short Fiction contest and a student writer for 
the Edmonton Voices portion of the Canadian Authors Series. Her short story “The Painter” aired on CBC 
Radio One. She completed her Degree with Distinction from Grant MacEwan University in 2011. Cassie 
currently lives in Eston, SK, with her son Julian.  DANCE, GLADYS, DANCE is her first novel.   
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